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MINISTER’S LETTER 
MORAL MAZE SAT-NAV –THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
“You are salt for the earth…You are light for the world” (Matt 5:13-14) 
 
Since January 2011, Michael Buerk has been running the BBC Episodes Moral Maze 
covering a wide range of moral issues: peace, justice, marriage, trade, social 
integration, politics, terrorism, sex, drug abuse, nuclear warfare, euthanasia and 
permissive ethics. These episodes reveal that in the face of the materialistic, 
hedonistic and consumer society in which we live and while Biblical moral boundaries 
are apathetically sidelined, human hearts are still hungering for deeper realities in 
which their fragmented lives can find some source of wholeness, integrity, and deeper 
experiences with God through which their troubled lives can find meaning, value, 
purpose and some form of identity.  Superficial pop spiritualities abound promising 
heaven on earth but producing only failure and frustration for those hungering and 
thirsting for deeper experience with God. 
 
In such times as these, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount covered in three chapters of the 
Bible, Matthew 5-7, becomes a relevant moral Sat-Nav to help navigate the moral 
maze. Similar moral dilemmas existed 2000 years ago when Jesus gave the Sermon on 
the Mount outlining the “manifesto” of His heavenly kingdom, governed by the eight 
principles known as the Beatitudes in (Matt 5:3-11). In applying these principles, Jesus 
charges the responsibility on his followers, the likes of you and me, to be the agents 
who preserve morality like beacons of light, acting as living examples on how to 
navigate the moral maze like light and salt (Matt 5:13-14).  The saying “you are the 
salt of the earth” is so famous that it has become a proverb in the English language. 
The English word “salary” comes from the Latin salarium, which literally means “salt-
money”, hence the English expression “that man is not worth his salt”.  By referring to 
His followers as salt Jesus was alluding to the ancient primary function of salt as a 
preservative.  Likewise, Christians act as preservatives in influencing society, not only 
by exhibiting heavenly principles through divine moral responses, but also in charting 
direction out of the moral maze.  Just as salt adds flavour to whatever it comes into 
contact with so do the Christians when they take a moral stand based on heavenly 
values outlined in the Sermon on the Mount.  Christians are like light to the world, a  
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ADVANCED WARNING– Annual Church Meeting. 

Reports from Church organisations and proposals for our charity project for next year I 

will need to be sent to me by 12th March at the latest to appear in the April Link 

Editor. 

mirror reflecting the light of Christ in bearing Christ’s light to dispel spiritual darkness.  
As Christ’s presence in the world, Christians become his instruments to reveal how God 
intended His children to live and behave.  In his book, In the name of  Jesus: Reflections 
on Christian leadership, Henri Nouwen  says: “In our world of loneliness and despair, 
there is an enormous need for men and women who know the heart of God, a heart 
that forgives, that cares, that reaches out and wants to heal”. The Christians are such 
men and women who are the world’s Sat-Nav in the complex Societal Moral Maze, 
giving life, love and hope to a bemused world. Just as Sat-Nav gadgets depend on GPS 
(Global Positioning Satellite) high in the sky, the Sermon on the Mount gives us a high 
moral code on which to live according to divine perspectives. 
 

Towards, His conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave the golden rule as the 
summary of the Law and the Prophets “Always do for other people everything you 
want them to do for you” (Matthew 7:12).  As we approach Lent, I commend Sermon 
on the Mount for our reflection in light of the hard moral choices facing our society 
ranging from domestic, social and race-relations, and from Brexit to USA international 
relationships.  I implore each one of us to seek to live as salt and light and above all to 
live by the mantra: “do for others what you want them to do for you”! 
 

Daniel. 

APPEAL FOR NEW STEWARDS 
  

As a group of stewards we have enjoyed working together but now it is really time for 
some of us to retire. We are looking for church members to relieve some of us and 
take over what is a rewarding and interesting job. Please give this situation careful 
consideration. If you feel that being a steward is something that you might be inter-
ested in please have a word with one of us and we will tell you what is involved. It 
really isn’t all that difficult! 
  
Perhaps you have already done the job in the past but feel that you could help out for 
a short time , say a year. Please give this situation prayerful consideration. 
 Ruth & Jan – joint senior stewards 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
Published simultaneously in the magazines of our Covenanting Churches, St Andrew’s 

URC and St Edmund’s CoE 

Dear Lord, 
You call us to a neighbourly love  

That is generous in practical ways,  
That doesn’t leave by the roadside  

Those harmed by sin and greed  
But goes out of its way 
To bring healing.  
 

Help us to see 
How neighbours near and far 
Are suffering, their resources stolen 
By unjust people and systems. 
And fill us, we pray, with your Spirit,  

That we may be inspired 
To go further each day in using our gifts  

Of time and money and talent 
Lovingly 
In ways that redress injustice 
And renew life for all. 
Amen.  

YORK LENT COURSE (see also Thorner Broadsheet) 

There will be an ecumenical Lent Group held at Lidgett Park on Tuesday evenings: 
March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4th from 7.30pm. in the church. 
 
The course is entitled “ Receiving Christ in Five Separate Ways”. How can we receive 
Christ and what does it mean to have a relationship with God? The sessions are as 
follows: 
Receiving Christ 

                As children of God 
                In the stranger and needy 
                In Holy Communion 
                Through prayer and fellowship 
     Christ in you, the hope and glory. 
 Patricia Davies  
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WORSHIP IN MARCH 

LIDGETTT PARK 

5th March      8.00 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

     10.30 am Mr David Laycock   

       6.30 pm Chapel Allerton  Methodist Church 

12th March      8.00 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

     10.30 am Mr John Bolton  

       4.00 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

19th March      8.00 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

     10.30 am Revd Madeleine Andrews    

       6.00 pm Oakwood    Circuit Service 

26th March      8.00 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

     10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

        6.00 pm St Andrew’s Church   Ecumenical Service 

THORNER 

5th   March       9.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion  

12th March       9.30 am Mrs Janice Green 

19th March       9.30 am Revd Joyce Nicholson 

        6.00 pm Oakwood    Circuit Service 

26th March       9.30 am Mr John Summerwill    

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

The Womens' World Day of Prayer service this year will be on Friday March 3rd at 6 
pm at St. Andrew's church. The service has been prepared by women from the 
Philippines.  

It is not exclusively for women, we warmly welcome men and would be delighted to 
see more children. See you there!  Pat Nolan 
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THOUGHTS FROM A HOUSE GROUP 

The Shadwell / Lidgett group has now finished Rowan Williams’ book Being Christian 

and will be moving on to two  more books as we begin Lent and look forward to Easter. 

These are Why did Jesus have to Die by Jane Williams (wife of Rowan) and Why I 

believe in Jesus’ Resurrection by Professor James Dunn. At our last meeting Patricia 

Davies kindly led the group in thinking further about the topic of prayer using the book 

by J. Neville Ward, The use of Praying. The following are extracts from the book that 

Patricia highlighted for us to discuss. 

Praying and the Community of Faith 
 
“It is impossible to explore the world of prayer with interest and hope of discovery if 
you feel guilty because you do not pray or when you do not pray.  The subject never 
comes alive to guilt but it does to curiosity and interest [….] Until people want to pray 
and are interested in finding out how Christians have most deeply thought about it, it 
never emerges from the dreary company of “things I suppose I ought to do.”  
  
“If we pray at all it is because we have been brought into a praying community. And if 
we do not pray at all we are, if we are members of the Church, still part of a 
community that prays […..] it is in the Eucharist that one sees most clearly what prayer 
really is in the Christian tradition.  It begins and ends in thanking and offering. Private 
prayer is a secondary thing.” 
 
“As the Eucharist is a sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving, so our own private praying is 
a sacrifice, an offering of our desires to God with the readiness to have God’s purpose 
in the Church and the world to modify them, sometimes destroy them, if our getting 
what we want would not serve the purpose of God [….] Christians need public worship 
to save their private prayers from sentimentality, self-centredness and superstition.”  
 
Thanking 
 
“Christianity is a religion of happiness. It wants all people to be happy, to be able to 
live thankfully instead of resentfully […] Resentful living is being against God and 
against life, unable to love either, and this is precisely the Christian idea of hell [… ] In 
the Eucharist we deliberately attempt to be drawn into Christ’s magnificent, optimistic 
“yes” to God and life.” 
 
“When things go wrong for the believer thanksgiving is still possible and right because 
he sees this wrongness in a wider and deeper context, within the infinitely hopeful 
understanding of life that the Church has received from Christ [….] That is why  



6 

Christian praying always has Christ in the foreground of its thanking.”  
 
“It is far more important that young Christians should be taught that Christianity is a 
religion dominated by thankfulness than that he “died to make us good”  
 
Adoring and Contemplating 
 
“Adoration is a rejoicing in what we believe God is in himself, in the more that he must 
be that we cannot understand; it is a reaching out to this in love and longing, wanting 
to know and prove as much of this as is permitted here on earth, going to that rim of 
experience where something tells you to turn back to life because this is as far as you 
can go in wonder at the devastating richness of life[.…]the rest is not for now. ‘My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God?’ ” 
 
“Christian life is a life of listening and serving, waiting on God and loving him in his 
creation and the serving and the loving are purified and directed by the listening and 
waiting.” 
 
“Contemplation is the way in to prayer for most people in our generation.  They 
should begin here by being thankful, by being attentive to the experience they enjoy, 
by endeavouring to hold themselves quietly and appreciatively in the presence of the 
good which is pleasing them and by holding themselves there as long as they can. 
Words play very little part in this prayer[….] its main feature is that it is loving and 
looking, not discursive thinking.”  
 
The session finished by thinking about the areas of Intercession and Confession. Many 
thanks Patricia. 

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS? 

I think it is generally accepted that bad things are more newsworthy than good ones. 

The Church has, once again, been put in a negative light with the publication in 

Guardian (2nd February 2017) of articles about severe physical abuse of teenage boys. 

For those of you who missed it, the articles were about allegations of severe physical 

punishment in the form of beatings inflicted on teenage boys attending Christian 

summer camps run by John Smyth in the 1970s and early 1980s. Smyth, who had a 

career as a barrister and part-time recorder, was also an evangelical Christian. The 

punishments were deemed necessary by him to correct sinful behaviour. Following 

the allegations, he moved to Zimbabwe in 1984 where it is claimed he set up similar 

camps run on similar lines. 
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There has always been a sadomasochistic element to Christianity down the ages, 

whether it was in the form of self-inflicted scourging or other physical punishments 

for perceived failings or the various tortures and executions inflicted by the Church in 

the name of rooting out false belief. What a pity that such things obscure the central 

message of both Judaism and Christianity, that God is a god of love and mercy. The 

mark of true repentance is not submission to chastisement but a willingness to make 

restitution to those you have harmed. 

In his poem, The Character of a Good Parson, John Dryden makes the practical point 

that such treatment is anyway often counterproductive: 

To threats, the stubborn sinner oft is hard, 

Wrapped in his crimes, against the storm prepared; 

But when the milder beams of mercy play 

He melts and throws his cumbrous cloak away. 

 
Or to put it in the words of Frederick Faber’s hymn (Hymns & Psalms 230, verse 5): 

But we make his love too narrow 
By false limits of our own; 
And we magnify his strictness 
With a zeal he will not own. 

Whatever else we decide are our priorities for the next five years, getting across the 

message of love and forgiveness we see in the life of Jesus must surely be at the top. 

Stan Pearson. 

NIGHT SHELTER SCHEME 

We had a very rewarding week hosting our guests at St Andrews from January 23rd – 
30th through the WYDAN project (West Yorkshire Destitute Asylum Seekers Network). 
We had between 2 and 4 people staying each night providing 19 nights of shelter over 
the 7 nights. We had 48 volunteers from 3 churches aged from 16 upwards, 8 from St 
Edmunds, and 5 from Lidgett Park.  

The guests arrived any time after 5pm and left at 8.30am. They are referred by the 
Red Cross and PAFRAS to ensure that they are suitable for the accommodation 
provided and included a person who was in danger of imprisonment if he was 
returned to his own country for speaking out against his government.  Our guests 
were from Egypt, Eritrea, and Guinea. We can sometimes feel ashamed at how 
Asylum seekers can be treated in the UK. This experience shows we can give people 
seeking sanctuary the welcome they deserve.  
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Many volunteers have spoken positively about their experiences from the week, 
feeling they gained more than they gave. We got to know our guests a little from 
conversations, listening to music, enjoying food together and playing games such as 
cards, dominoes, table tennis, draughts, connect 4, puzzles and bagatelle. Our guests 
were so thankful to have the shelter and respectful of our rules and us. It must be so 
hard for them, moving “home “ every week, meeting a new set of people and having 
the same conversations, getting to know a new venue with different rules and 
timetable. Volunteers often changed each night but I think the volunteers who met 
our guests a few times benefited the most from building relationships. For us it was 
one intensive week, but for them it is an ongoing weekly move for 5 months and then 
uncertainty again as the night shelter closes. One of our guests had been staying at 
the night shelter last winter and had sadly not progressed to a more stable life.  

Our guests must feel a loss of privacy, sharing a space with other people who they 
don’t know very well or may not get on with. They receive only £15 a week for a bus 
pass. One of our guests had been to the library at Wetherby for a change of venue. 
Libraries feature largely in their day as they are free, warm and have the Internet. St 
George’s vouchers were useful for them so they could go and get a shower and a meal 
if they wished. A total of £257 was donated, which went towards bus passes, St 
George’s Crypt vouchers and the remaining amount directly to Wydan. (Including 
£100 donation from the church funds). 

Food was donated for breakfast, delicious evening meals and packed lunches. 
Organisations were invited to participate in the week and special thanks to Monday 
night Guides for their delicious biscuits, Tuesday night Rainbows for their lovely cards 
and decorated buns, Wednesday night Rainbows for their superb crispy crackles, 
Thursday Explorers for their kind invitation to their Burns night and the Badminton 
and Table Tennis groups for their kind donation of £15. All these helped to make our 
guests feel very welcome. A big thank you to some of our local businesses who also 
contributed to the week:  Canton Flavour on Street Lane for their generous offer of 20 
dishes of curry, Coop store, Street Lane, Sainsburys, Moor Allerton Centre and Carmel 
at Lidgett Lane Launderette. We also received a lot of support in many other ways, 
from preparing the church, moving furniture, encouraging words and emails, prayers 
from so many people. 

Another benefit from the week was getting to know our ecumenical friends better. On 
Saturday night the guests enjoyed watching some of the African nations football and a 
DVD along with their Chinese takeaway. On Saturday morning two of our volunteers 
took two guests out into the countryside and for a lovely lunch, which they thoroughly 
enjoyed.  

Our numbers may not have been high but for me it was more about opening our 
church up for strangers and refugees, hopefully dispelling some of the misconceptions  
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around asylum seekers and going against the media hype and anti immigration feeling. 
Jesus told parables about the lengths God goes to save one person in the lost sheep 
and lost coin parables. It is all about the importance of reaching out to individuals and 
I think if we stopped one person from sleeping on the streets that week, it was worth 
it.  

Thanks to St Andrews for agreeing to host the shelter, but most of all this would not 
have been possible without the great number of enthusiastic volunteers from all the 
churches and beyond who together made it possible. Thank you to our guests from 
whom we have learnt a lot. St Edmunds is hosting the night shelter from March 20th – 
27th. If you feel you have missed out this time or need another opportunity to volun-
teer and possibly meet some of our guests again please contact Jean Livesey at 
jlivesey@ntlworld.com or Ted Fairfax at ted.fairfax@ntlworld.com. 

Carol Fearn 

QUIZ answers on page 23  

What are the answers and what connects them? 

1. Toronto’s baseball team 

2. 1980 American musical crime comedy 

3. What aristocrats have in their veins 

4. A novel by Tom Sharpe published in 1974 

5. A George Gershwin composition 

6. Posh cooking 

7. Famous river waltz 

8. David Attenborough documentary 

9. 1961 Elvis film 

10. Most depressing day in January 

11. Usually in 12 bars 

12. Featuring Costa, James, Ryan and Webbe 

13. Comes with a badge, possibly 

14. The IBM computer that beat Gary Kasparov at chess 

15. Wireless technology for exchanging data over short distances 

16. Tourist attraction found in Derbyshire 

With thanks to Lynn Hudson and her team 

Quiz suggestions and submissions are always welcome Ed. 

mailto:jlivesey@ntlworld.com
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REFLECTIONS OF LIFE THROUGH A STAINED-GLASS WINDOW 

As I look through the windows of life, 

I give You thanks for the differing shades: 

The bright days shine through the yellows and oranges 

Filling my soul with happiness, 

Brimming over and touching everything and everyone around me. 

I feel the warmth of Your love enfolding me, 

Snug and warm and secure in Your loving arms. 

 

I thank You for the days of growth 

As Your Light shines through the different hues of green 

The richness of Your blessings poured out on me. 

You guide me through the fields of barrenness 

To pastures new – full of goodness and nourishment. 

 

I thank you for the deep purples and blues: 

The times of sorrow and hurt and pain. 

It contrasts so starkly with the oranges and yellows, 

But one without the other would not make us complete. 

 

I see the greys, the times of nothingness, 

The times where life feels hard as stone, 

Grounding us and giving us time to refocus and reassess, 

And yet, through all those shades and hues, 

Your Light shines bright and clear. 

Diane Lofthouse, Chaplain at St Gemma’s Hospice (reproduced with permission). 

With thanks to Kathy Benson for sharing this with us. 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 

Life is short, and we have never too much time for gladdening the hearts of those 
who are travelling the dark journey with us. Oh, be swift to love, make haste to be 
kind.  Henri Frederic Amiel 

True kindness presupposes the faculty of imagining as one's own the suffering and 
the joy of others.  Andre Gide 
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THE LEPROSY MISSION 
 
Wellesley Cosby Bailey was born in Ireland in 1846, one of 4 brothers. His father was 
agent to the Cosby Estate, and as such was sufficiently well off to be able to send his 
sons to boarding school.  Although living in a deeply Roman Catholic area the family 
worshipped at the Church of Ireland.  Wellesley wasn’t very interested in scholarship, 
he liked horses more. 

As a young man in 1866 he heard about gold in Australia and decided that that was 
where his fortune would be made. If that didn’t ‘pan out’ (forgive the pun) he would 
try farming there or in New Zealand. Ireland at that time was in a poor state, having 
been devastated by the potato famine of the 1840s. Young men were leaving in large 
numbers for the colonies and for the British mainland. So, Wellesley set out for 
Australia. Anchored at Gravesend en route, the ship was unable to carry on because of 
fog. He decided to attend a service at Gravesend Parish Church, and it was here that 
Wellesley felt an urge to commit himself utterly to Jesus Christ. 
 
 In fact, neither of his Antipodean ventures fulfilled his hopes, nor had a short stint in 
New Caledonia. Disillusioned he returned to Ireland where his father wasn’t best 
pleased with him and said that he needed to find something worthwhile to do with his 
life. Little did they dream that those might be prophetic words. His brother, 
Christopher, had joined the Indian Army and he suggested that Wellesley could go 
there to join the Police Force, so off he went again in 1869 to join his brother at 
Faizabad. (I’m always impressed by how readily ordinary people embarked on long, 
arduous and dangerous journeys at that time) 
 
However, by the time he arrived in India, Christopher had been moved to the N W 
Frontier, so Wellesley found himself in a strange place, surrounded by the noise, the 
heat and the insects but yet gripped by the people and the country and determined to 
do something useful. The first thing was to learn to speak Hindi. He lodged with an old 
German Lutheran Missionary named Mr Reuther, who was working for the Church 
Missionary Society, and it was while being with him that he had his first feelings for 
doing missionary work himself. 
 
Wellesley’s background and education, his brief experience of working in the Pacific 
and his association with Mr Reuther made him readily acceptable to the American 
Presbyterian Mission, who appointed him to a school in Ambala. Here, in the Punjab, 
he settled to steady work in congenial surroundings with Christians for the first time in 
his life. The leader of the mission, Dr J H Morrison, had been profoundly moved by the 
plight of  the many beggars, whom he saw every day, and  built some huts for ‘beggars 
who were lepers’. Having been brought up on Bible stories like Naaman the Syrian etc,  
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Wellesley imagined men covered with white scaly areas on their skin. When Dr 
Morrison took him to one of the huts he was horrified at the reality of the condition, 
the facial disfigurement, clawed hands and blindness, and he realised what was wrong 
with the beggars who thrust begging bowls at him in the bazaars and market places. 
 
From these beginnings, with many difficulties, the Mission to Lepers in India was 
formed. The whole story of its development into a world-wide charity is a fascinating 
story of men and women who sacrificed all that they had to care for the afflicted, to 
find out cause and cure of the disease both in body and soul.  
 
A Norwegian, an Irishman and a Belgian were significant figures in these early years of 
the Mission. 1873 was the year in which the Norwegian, Hansen, discovered the 
leprosy bacillus (giving leprosy the name of Hansen’s Disease). It was the year that 
Bailey first visited the huts in Ambala and it was the year in which a Belgian Priest, 
Joseph de Veister, sailed from Honolulu to Molokai, the island of death. Sixteen years 
later he died there. The story of the continuing struggles and successes are well 
described in a book by Cyril Davey “Caring Comes First” published in 1987. I have a 
battered copy of this, given to me by my sister-in-law when it had already been well 
use. It’s out of print but there are used copies advertised on the internet quite 
cheaply. There are some salient points which I would like to mention. The Mission to 
Lepers in India had, in 1893, become the Mission to  Lepers in India and the East. It 
changed to The Mission to Lepers in 1913 and continued as such for 50 years. It had 
been generally agreed that the word ‘leper’ was degrading and had been rejected by 
the WHO, the American Leprosy Mission and had in fact later been outlawed by 
various national governments. In 1962 a consultation of Mission workers was held in 
the Isle of Wight and agreed that the time for change had come. Almost 90 years after 
it started, Wellesley Bailey’s foundation became known as ‘The Leprosy Mission’ and 
more commonly as TLM. 
 
TLM in Lidgett Park Methodist Church. 
 
In 1987 the Womans’ Fellowship hosted a talk by the then Yorkshire Coordinator for 
TLM. Six women agreed to take phials or ‘L boxes’ in which to save coins for TLM. I 
drew the short straw to be the one who would empty and count the money, and be 
responsible for sending it on to Peterborough. Of those 6 women, I’m the only one 
left. In 1988 we grew to being 7, and then had slight increases until 1995 when we had 
a Sunday service led by the TLM coordinator, which encouraged some others to ‘sign 
up’. Looking at the list in my book for that year, I see the names of the ones who are 
no longer with us. I see, also names of some who are still here but who have fallen by 
the wayside, and I’m not much of an arm twister. One couple took over from their 
mother after she had died.  In those early days the annual project was determined by  



13 

The Mission Committee and was quite modest in comparison with what it is now, and 
Lidgett Park people are incredibly generous and committed to what they do. Many 
small charities have been swallowed up by the big national ones which spend vast 
amounts on advertising and are more appealing to the viewer. TLM is still TLM, trying 
to get across the message that leprosy can be cured, but it hasn’t gone away. The 
stigma and prejudice remains so that simple people are fearful of admitting to 
symptoms and getting early diagnosis.  
 
I have a few spare copies of the present magazine telling about the ongoing appeal for 
Purulia Hospital, which is a century old. Many of you enjoy the works of the late Eddie 
Askew; it was Askew’s remit to transform this hospital into a centre of excellence, a 
commitment carried on by their daughter, Jenny Hawke. 
 
Ray Mounsey 

MARY GRADY 

The death of Mary Grady in January 2017, has saddened not only her family and 
friends but many members of the community. 

With 8 children to care for, all of whom are now graduates, she did not pursue a 
professional teaching career, but ran the Lidgett Playschool from the early 1970s. 
Though she "retired "in 1997, she remained on the 
staff till the end of her life, such was the 
commitment of "Mrs. Gravy”, as some children 
called her, to young children and their families. 
Mary also worked as a Lidgett caretaker and 
enjoyed supporting many Lidgett activities, drama, 
concerts, coffee mornings .She was an admirer 
of  the pastoral care system. 

Mary had a deep Catholic faith and was a strong supporter of ecumenical activities 
from collecting for Christian Aid to soup lunches and Bible study groups. With her 
open mindedness, fine intellect, energy and organisational skills, she was an asset in 
any group. A voracious reader, she was a much valued member of a book group. 

Mary's faith was both practical and spiritual. Her work was often behind the scenes, 
nurturing bonds of family, church and community. She led by example and it was a 
privilege to have known her. She was truly a good neighbour who will be deeply 
missed. 

Heather Fry 



14 

  

THORNER BROADSHEET 

Some of our folk have been unwell since the last issue of the Link and I  ask you to  
pray for them. Helen March, who had a fall resulting in her having to spend time in 
hospital. She’s now home but she and her husband Chris would appreciate your 
prayers. Kate Dickinson and Jane Hyde would also appreciate your prayers. One of our 
oldest members, Jessie Teale has died and we extend our deepest sympathy and 
assure  Jessie’s family of our prayers. It helps us greatly to know that our sister church 
at Lidgett  is upholding us in prayer as life can be a struggle for many in our ageing 
congregation. 

Thorner Church’s next fund raising event will take place on Sat March 18th from  
10am to 12 noon and will be a coffee morning in aid of the Home and Overseas 
Missions of the Methodist Church; we hope to see you there!! We'll have our usual 
cake and bric-a-brac stalls and we'll be serving our famous Bacon Butties, so do 
support us if you can ! Our January coffee morning raised £250:00 for Action for 
Children / MHA, a shared 50/50 event. It was good to see that not only our village 
supported us but also our many friends from Lidgett joined us too for this event!  
Thanks to all for your support, we do appreciate it. 

Our  Lent course begins on Monday March 6th for five Mondays ending on Monday 
April 3rd. They  begin at 10:15am but refreshments will be served from 10am. We aim 
to finish around noon, so please do join us if you can. Once again we are studying a 
‘York Course', this year's is entitled, 'Receiving Christ in five different ways'. Be 
assured it is a very good course. You’ll be made most welcome if you choose to attend 
and you'll receive a booklet to enable you prepare for the following  week's session 
and also to reprise any of the sessions you can’t attend. 

May God bless us all as we enter this period of Lenten reflection and when Easter 
arrives, may we feel we've benefitted greatly from our Lenten  journey. 

Ann Johnson Senior Church Steward  
Tel: 0113  2893532 Email: vanceann@btinternet.com 

THORNER CHURCH Fund Raising Events Programme for 2017 (all Saturday events)  

Date   Time    Event 
March 18th  10-12 noon  Missions 
May 20th  10-12 noon  Martin House 
July 1st  10-12 noon  Summer Fayre TMC Funds 
Sept 16th  10-12 noon  St Gemma’s Hospice 
Nov 18th  10-12 noon  Christmas Fayre TMC Funds 
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MIRRORS – A MEDITATION 

Mirrors, at first glance, are absurd. They are good at mimicking but not at 
understanding what they imitate. Whatever we do, the image that we see in the 
mirror does back – a comical, superficial mime. No wonder children like to clown 
before a mirror. 

But look again. Look deeper, beyond the surface play of the images, and find a deeper 
meaning to the mirror. A mirror enables me to climb outside of myself, to view myself 
as others do. I see my face staring back at me, as if it were that of another person. 

But look even deeper and the mirror has a further message. All people are mirrors 
reflecting one another. Who am I? I look into your eyes to find my image. Do you think 
me attractive, smart, courageous or somehow inadequate? I am reflected back to 
myself through your  gaze, as well as that of countless others that I meet. And I do the 
same for you! I act as your mirror to show you who you are. And globally billions of 
people are billions of mirrors reflecting one another. 

This suggests an even deeper truth, doesn't it: that you and I are one. Somehow we 
are intimately connected, as I am to my own face in the mirror. Instead of the Golden 
Rule, we might call this the Mirror Rule which says treat the other person as if it 
were yourself, mirrored back in the eyes of another. 

We misuse a mirror when we look into it mainly for signs of our own uniqueness. 
Mirror, mirror, on the wall, who's the fairest of us all? This is to ask the mirror a 
surface question, and identify self with its most surface attribute. No wonder this 
question is asked in Snow White by the wicked queen, because it is a divisive question 
that leads to violence towards self and others. So, instead, let us ask a different and 
deeper question, and hear a deeper reply. Mirror, mirror, on the wall, who am I? And 
the reply You are one with all. An appropriate answer at this time with all the 
irresponsible and widely publicised political hatred and division. 

Gerry Leake 

MORE THOUGTHS ON KINDNESS 

I expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing therefore that I can do, 
or any kindness that I can show to any fellow-creature, let me do it now; let me not 
defer or neglect it. Stephen Grellet 

Kind thoughts are rarer than either kind words or kind deeds. They imply a great deal 
of thinking about others. This in itself is rare. But they imply also a great deal of 
thinking about others without the thoughts being criticisms, This is rarer still. 

F W Faber  
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THE USES OF HOLLY 

One of the things that has become apparent to Liz and me as we work to restore a 

garden neglected for several years in the new home of our daughter and her family is 

the way in which holly gets everywhere and is difficult to get rid of. I was, therefore, 

interested read the following by Don Cole of Cookridge Methodist Church. It is, it 

seems, a versatile plant and put to a use I would never have imagined. Thank you to 

Don for sharing it with us.  Ed. 

I wonder if any reader who is, or has been, a walker, has ever noticed holly bushes at 

field edges? Would it be surprising to learn that in former times they were planted to 

provide winter fodder for sheep? 

From at least the 13th c – 18th c this practice occurred on the grits and sandstones of 

the mid-Pennines. The acidic soils there allowed, and still allow, only very poor grazing 

and little winter bite. In 1391 Henry de Birley (near Sheffield) wrote: “----every man’s 

wealth was in sheep ---- for the most part, even in winter, they fended for themselves --

--feeding greedily upon the bark and smooth leaves of the holly branches, lopped for 

them by the shepherd’s axe.” 

In Nidderdale indictments for removing holly from woodlands were registered in 1296-

7; Fountains Abbey and Bolton Priory tenants used holly for winter fodder; Thomas 

Trusser, 1573, advised the lopping of “all manner of trees” in January; and in 1696 

Abraham de la Pryme, who lived to the west of Sheffield, recorded that holly was 

deliberately planted to feed and shelter stock in winter. Even as late as 1772, Thomas 

Pennant travelling in the Lake District wrote of a holly park entirely preserved for 

sheep. 

Closer to home, a map dated 1698 indicates holly (Hollins) planted on Weardley Moor. 

An early 18thc estate map of Cookridge shows ‘Hollins Close’ edging Pinfold Lane, and 

another ‘Hollins Close’ behind present day houses on the Cookridge Lane-Tinshill Road 

corner, opposite our church. These ancient field names indicate the planting of holly for 

winter feed. 

PS I think my daughter’s garden must have been home to a lot of sheep Ed. 

A THOUGHT TO PONDER 

“ Minds like parachutes only function when they are open ” 

   Thomas Dewey ( Of whisky fame! ) 
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH 
CAFÉ MORNING 
10.00– 12.30 am 
Dates and specialities as follows: 
21st March Soups 
18th April Cake selection 
16th May Toasties 
20th June Cake selection 
18th July Bacon Butties 

PROJECT GROUP—DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The Project Group's next event will be an Italian Evening on Saturday March 11th. 
Haydon and Jennifer Dalton will be catering and  musical entertainment will be 
provided by Howard Clinkard and David Wilkes. The menu will be announced when the 
tickets go on sale. Please book the date and look for our announcement of ticket 
availability as places will be limited. 

Other 2017 events to look out for:  
Concert Friday May 5th, Castleford Young Musicians 
Strawberries and Art June 17th (to be confirmed)  
Swingers Dance July 8th. 
Jan Rippin (on behalf of the project committee). 

THORNER WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP @ 

2.00 PM. All Welcome 

Wed  March 8th   Mrs Christine Butler 

Wed March 22nd  Mr David and Mrs 
Sharon Donaldson 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  

Meetings are held in the Community Hall on alternate Thursday evenings at 7.45 
pm.   Companionship, Speakers and refreshments provided for a very small fee. All 
Ladies welcome to join us.  
 
 9th March    Members' Evening.   We hope you will be entertained by our efforts. 

23rd March   Professor Joyce Hill, Lecturer and Guide for Leeds Civic Trust amongst 
her other duties, will be telling us about life in  "Medieval Leeds".   How one can still 
see the footprints of those times. 

Secretaries Lynne and Anne. 

CHRISTIAN AID SOUP LUNCHES 

Thursday 16th March at 12.30pm  at Immaculate Heart. 
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WHO’S WHO 

Ministers   Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu  2681757 

Church Stewards   Betty Ashton   2935832 

     Daphne Barton  2664999 

     Jan Sanders   2933700 

     Jenny Dalton   2934588 

     Ruth Albiges   2665482 

     Val Faint   2663433 

Church Council Secretary  Susan Philo   2685204 

Church Treasurer   Alan Wittrick   2613392 

Treasurer’s Assistant   Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Senior Property Steward  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Senior Communion Steward Val Faint   2663433 

Room Bookings (long term) J Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Room Bookings (one-off )  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Junior Church Contact  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Pastoral Secretaries   Kathy Benson   2941059 

     Val Faint   2663433  

Worship Consultation  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Organist/Lidgett Singers  David Wilks   2932960 

Car Rota Organiser   John Wells   2661952 

Church Notices   Pat Brooke   2678506 

Editor of The Link   Stanley Pearson  2736463 

Benevolent Fund Secretary   Barbara Holmes  2686499 

Christian Aid Organiser  Heather Fry   2933784 



20 

Churches Together Rep  Barbara Belsham   2737192 

Link Distribution Manager  Joyce Toms    2933693 

Church Flowers   Margaret Lee    2663876 

House Groups   Margaret Mattocks   2668727 

     Stanley Pearson   2736463 

     Gerry Leake    2664856 

Stewardship Envelopes  Paul Nolan    2663160 

Gift Aid Secretary   Garth White    2730313 

Ladies Group Secretaries  Lynne Pullein    2665303 

     Anne Millett    2666910 

Badminton    Jackie Bennett   2684914 

Church Walking Group  Peter Harper    2662310 

Drama Group    Carol Russell     2698341 

Simply Stitching   Audrey Gabbitas   2664979 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  Pat Nolan     2663160 

Church Cleaning   Angela Bowers   07749877933 

3rd Roundhay Brownies  Jan Ridsdale    2684873 

Candy Stripes    Office     2757697 

Play Centre Group   Jeanette Bartle    07985569146 

Toddler Group (Thursday)  lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. Blue Jays 

2. Blues Brother 

3. Blue Blood 

4. Porterhouse Blue 

5. Rhapsody in Blue 

6. Cordon Bleu 

7. Blue Danube 

8. Blue Planet 

9. Blue Suede Shoes 

10. Blue Monday 

11. The Blues 

12. Blue (the band) 

13. Blue Peter 

14. Deep Blue 

15. Bluetooth 

16. Blue John Mines 
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